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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
1:30 pm Book Club - L 

2 
2:30 pm Piano Lessons – S 

7:00 pm Al-Anon – PH 

3 
 

4 

 

 

5  2nd Sunday of Advent 
   9 am Holy Eucharist 

6 
12 pm – Hi Noon 
Holiday Party 

7 
7:00 pm Narc Anon - PH 

8 
9:30 am Newington Singing 

Seniors – PH 
6:00 pm Drop the  

    Rock - L 

9 
2:30 pm Piano Lessons – S 
7:00 pm Al-Anon – PH 
 

 

10 
 

11 
 

12  3rd Sunday of Advent 
   9 am Morning Prayer 
Ingathering for Angel 

Tree Gifts 

13 
 

14 
7:00 pm Narc Anon – PH 
NO VESTRY THIS MONTH 

 

15  
9:30 am Newington Singing 

Seniors – PH 

6:00 pm Drop the  
    Rock - L 

16  
2:30 pm Piano Lessons – S 
7:00 pm Al-Anon – PH 

17 18 
 

19 4th Sunday of Advent 
    9 am Lessons & Carols 

    

20 
 

21 
7:00 pm Narc Anon - PH 

22 
9:30 am Newington Singing 

Seniors – PH 
10:00 am Altar Guild 

cleaning & decorating 
6:00 pm Drop the  
    Rock - L 

23 
2:30 pm Piano Lessons – S 

7:00 pm Al-Anon – PH 
 

 

24 
4:30 pm Christmas 

Eve Holy Eucharist 

25 

 

26 1st Sunday after 
Christmas 

   9 am Morning Prayer 

27 
 

28 
7:00 pm Narc Anon - PH 

29 30 31  

Room Key:    PH=Parish Hall; L=Library; MMR= Music Meeting Room; MR=Meeting Room; C=Chapel; K=Kitchen  
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Dear Grace Community, 

 

It’s that time of year again, when we celebrate our Lord Jesus’ birthday!  Most of us, including me, love 

birthdays.  It’s the reminder of giving thanks to God for another year lived.  Do we ever reflect on what the 

past year has brought us?  Do we look forward to all the new adventures the year ahead will bring us? 

 

I can recall each birthday I had growing up; my father would put up the number of years I was turning on 

my birthday. He would make the numbers out of old construction paper he had lying around in the study. 

As a child I woke up every morning looking forward to the numbers that I would find all over the house, the 

kitchen, the living room, and especially the bathroom mirror!  

 

I often think of the Broadway show Rent when it comes to thinking of how much difference a year can 

make within our lives.  In case you don’t know this show, Rent revolves around several friends and lovers 

who tell of their lives within a year’s time.  They end up losing a friend to AIDS. Rent as a story brings into 

the open the taboo topics of its day: the disease of AIDS, poverty, sexual orientations, women’s equality, 

and transphobia.  The musical has unforgettable music yet, more importantly, an unforgettable message. A 

message of inspiration that, despite the hatred in the world, community can be formed, honored and lived 

out. We need one another, without judgement, and compassionate inclusion.  

 
The focus of compassion, inclusion, and the love for the other, even if deemed by “society” as wrong, was 

the focus of Jesus’ amazing ministry here on earth. The earthly parents of Jesus said yes in amazing ways. 

Joseph said yes to marrying an unwed, soon-to-be mother. He dedicated his life to raising Jesus as his own 

son. Joseph taught Jesus the ways of his trade as a carpenter, and how to follow God as a faithful Jewish 

man. Mary said yes to motherhood when she was a young woman. When she was about ready to give birth 

to Jesus, she traveled with her husband Joseph to his home land far away. She said yes to God. She 

wanted to be the vessel of God, God incarnate on earth. Jesus was a miracle in so many ways, he had to 

have Mary and Joseph to be guides within his life. What an inclusive love story of a young unwed mother 

and a father who said yes to raising a son that was not biologically his own. Jesus knew from his childhood 

that the love of others was what the Lord called him to teach, live and be in the world. 

 

Pace of Grace 
December 2021 
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We have the honor as followers of the ways of Jesus to celebrate his birthday. Critics will say Jesus was not 

born on December 25th, that it is a Pagan holiday. So what if this were true? This does not take away from 

the celebration of the birthday of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Does it really matter the specific date of his 

birth?? Not really. Science has been able to look at the night sky, mapping the stars that were in the sky 

near the time of Jesus birth. Guess what? They found the star of Bethlehem!  We saw the star of 

Bethlehem in the sky during one of the hardest years in memory, 2020. The Bethlehem star is the star of 

hope and praise of the Lord who brings all things good into being.  

 

How will we at Grace Episcopal Church be celebrating Jesus’ birthday? We will be gathering for worship on 

Friday, December 24th at 4:30 pm. We will gather in person and via Zoom. We will come together as a 

community, remembering the loved ones within our community that have been called home to our Lord, 

especially Bunny and Elissa. We will remember the loved ones in our families who will not be physically 

with us. However, we will be celebrating the birthday of Jesus, the beloved Lord who brings us hope. He 

teaches us that it’s the wonderment of God’s creation found within every person, being created is to 

known the love, peace, compassion of God. This is what Jesus has shown us in living out our lives in the 

world.  

 
Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
 

Peace, Joy, Love, 

 

Rev. Val 
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Here are the lectionary readings for each Sunday and Holy Day in December 

 

 First reading Psalm Second Reading         Gospel 
Second Sunday of 

Advent 

December 5, 2021 

 

Baruch 5:1—9 Canticle 4 or 

Canticle 16 

Philippians 1:3-11 Luke 3:1-6 

Third Sunday of 

Advent 

December 12, 2021 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 Canticle 9 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 3:7-18 

Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 

December 19, 2019 

 

Micah 5:2-5a Canticle 3 or 

Canticle 15 

Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45, (46-

55) 

St. Thomas 

December 21, 2021 

 

Habakkuk 2:1-4 Psalm 126 Hebrews 10:35-11:1 John 20:24-29 

Christmas Eve 

Nativity of the Lord 

December 24, 2021 

 

Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14, (15-

20) 

Christmas Day 

Nativity of the Lord 

December 25, 2021 

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 Psalm 98 Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) John 1:1-14 

St. Stephen 

December 26, 2021 

 

Jeremiah 26:1-9, 

12-15 

Psalm 31 Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51c-60 Matthew 23:34-39 

First Sunday after 

Christmas Day 

December 26, 2021 

 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Psalm 147 Galatians 3:23-25 John 1:1-18 

St. John 

December 27, 2021 

 

Exodus 33:18-23 Psalm 92 1 John 1:1-9 John 21:19b-24 

The Holy Innocents 

December 28, 2020 

 

Jeremiah 31:15-17 Psalm 124 Revelation 21:1-7 Matthew 2:13-18 
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Seasons Greetings! 

 
“O come, O come Emmanuel and ransom captive 
Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son 
of God appear” 
“O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest 
all things mightily; to us the path of knowledge 
show, and teach us in her ways to go.” 

 
Most of us know this Advent hymn as the season of 
getting ready comes upon us. We have been in a 
lonely exile due to Covid 19. However, the Son of 
God will continue to come to us if we but let Him. 
There is no monetary payment due (except for the 
Amazon packages delivered) as our” captivity” 
comes from the quarantine and closures within us. 
.We have now been shown the path to safety and 
togetherness. The Holy Spirit comes within us to 
guide us in the ways to go. This is the time to listen 
and learn as we are never too old to experience 
new ways for Jesus to come within us, around us, 
and highlighted by us. The darkness of the days will 
start to turn in December to ones with longer 
periods of sun/Son. We have the means to turn our 
quietness, loneliness, and concerns into joy, 
togetherness and answers as we sing “come thou 
long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us let us find our 
rest in thee” The Good News is coming in form that 
we will understand.” Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king. Born to reign in us 
forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.” 
 
Christmas comes upon us sooner than we think 
even though we know it is the same time each 
year. We make our lists of things to do and buy. But 
is there “Joy to the world the Lord is come, let earth 
receive her King: let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing and heaven and 
nature sing and heaven and heaven and nature 
sing.”  Have we prepared for the meaning and 
responsibilities and fun of Christmas? Have we 
opened our hearts to the joy of the birth of Jesus? 
Can we love our neighbor as ourselves?  Are all 

equal in our eyes? Have we helped those in need 
including making sure each one of us is ok?  
Many of us have many memories of past 
Christmases that could bring joy or tears to us. We 
are blessed to be able to share ways that Christ 
has been there to help us and one another. We can 
continue to experience more Christmases as we 
are hopefully growing in the love that Jesus brings 
to us in our daily life which includes our family, 
friends, and strangers. We never know when 
angels will come among us to share the good news 
that Jesus Christ was born among us “Hark the 
herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!  
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners 
reconciled Joyful all ye nations, rise, join the 
triumph of the skies. With the angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem Hark the herald angels 
sing glory to the newborn King.”  
 
In case you could not tell; music inspires me during 
the Christmas season (of course cookies and 
candy are on my top 10 list). What hymns or songs 
do you like to listen to or sing along with this time of 
the year? How else do you feel inspired or 
encouraged?   Please share with us the ways hope, 
peace, love, and joy grow in your life during each 
day in this season and the ones to come. 
  
I send greetings to one and all this Advent and 
Christmas seasons. I hope that we can continue to 
gather in the love and name of Jesus Christ. There 
is still much to do at Grace but as it says in 
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.” 
 
Stay safe-stay well-stay connected-vax to the max 
CJ 
 
PS…I have included pictures of our beautiful 
Thanksgiving Altar plus the many clothes collected 
and loaded that were delivered to Savers.  Thank 
you to all who helped! 
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 12/01 Kathy Johnson 

 12/12 Paul Bailey 

 12/14 Brandon Johnson 

 12/25 Jesus Christ 

  

 

  

 

     Hi-Noon –.All parishioners 

and their friends are invited to attend the 

meetings of Hi-Noon.  The group’s activities vary 

and are a combination of informative, cultural, 

social and entertaining events.  

 
Schedule of events through February 2022. 

 
December 6, Monday – Annual Holiday Party  

A pasta Lunch and Holiday Sing-a-long will highlight 

this party in the Parish Hall.  If able please bring a 

salad or dessert to share.  Coffee, tea and hot 

chocolate will be served.  Thank you Nancy for again 

providing the homemade pasta main dish. 

    

2022  

January 3, Monday – Fun and Games in Parish Hall   

 

February 7, Monday – Movie Matinee in Parish Hall. 

Bring a bag lunch (coffee, tea, juice provided) and 

movie treats to share.  Movie to be announced. 

 

 
 

 
Cancellation of services due to weather will be posted 

on NBC Connecticut (channel 30) and WFSB (channel  

3) and on their websites   
 

 
 

December 6 Hi Noon Christmas Party 

December 12 Ingathering for Angel Tree gifts 

December 14 NO VESTRY THIS MONTH 

December 19 Lessons & Carols at the 9 am service 

December 22 Altar Guild cleaning & decorating 

December 24 Christmas Eve 4:30 pm Holy Eucharist 

December 25 Merry Christmas – no service today 

December 26 Morning Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Guild will be cleaning 
and decorating for the 
Christmas Eve service at 10 am 
on Wednesday, December 22. 
 

Decorations will be taken down after the service on 
January 9th. 

Liz Welk 

 

  

               

  

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the January Pace 

of Grace is Tuesday, December 

21. Please make every effort to 

meet this deadline to allow us to 

distribute the issue promptly. The 

earlier you submit, the easier it is 

to publish the issue. 
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In case you haven’t heard, 

services are being still 

being broadcast via Zoom 

at 9 am.  Please contact 

the church if you are 

missing it and would like to be added to 

the list. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Newington Food Bank:  We can continue to help 

the food bank by donating shampoo/conditioner, 

toilet paper, paper towels and grocery store gift 

cards. 

You are truly the hands of Jesus serving the poor. 

Bless you all and thank you for your ongoing 

generosity. 

 

JoAnn Cromwell 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Rental Opportunities  

Rental of Church facilities provides a needed 

source of income.  Along with the rental of the 

Rectory, these rentals provide approximately 20% 

of our annual income.  The Parish Hall, 

classrooms and patio/lawn area are 

available.  Rentals have included Scrapbooking 

Events, a dance studio, Vacation Bible School of 

Greater Hartford Church of Christ, and the 

Newington Children’s Theater. 

 

The Vestry has established policies related to 

rentals.  If you are aware of an individual or 

organization needing a one day or ongoing space, 

please contact the Church Office at 860-666-

3331.    Questions about rentals should be 

directed to Melissa Haseley. 
 

 

 

Winter Warmth Drive: 

Give the gift of warmth. 

From now until January 

9th, we are collecting 

new (either handmade 

or store bought) warm 

hats, scarves, gloves, 

or socks. Our goal is to 

collect as many items 

as we can, which we 

will then bring to the Friendship Center in New 

Britain for those in need of warmth. Please place 

your donated items on the tree or in the basket. If 

you have questions, please contact JoAnn 

Cromwell at 860-841-296. 
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As we wrap up our Focus on Black History series, I thought it would be fun for December to review some of the 

stories, and in particular, individuals making an historic contribution or a notable first to the rich history of this 

country. The review is in the form of questions as a way to recall some of the brave and courageous people and their 

inspiring stories we have been introduced to along the way. 

 

The answers to the following list of questions can then be found as hidden words in the word search at the end. 

There are also several more words, phrases or individuals also hidden in the letter diagram. Seek them by reading, 

in a straight line, forward, backward, up, down and diagonally. Do not skip over letters, some of the letters are used 

in more than one word and some are not used in any words. 

 

What American city became an integral part of the fight for equality in education? 

 

What sport was Arshay Cooper involved with?    

 

What was the name of the horse whisperer, animal welfare advocate and self-taught veterinarian? 

 

What was the name of the little girl whose school experience became the subject of the famous Norman Rockwell 

painting entitled The Problem We All Live With? 

 

Which US President signed a bill requiring the military to comply with desegregation?  

 

Who is the individual known as the “Father of Black History”? 

 

Name two Black Supreme Court justices. 

 

Who is our first Black Secretary of Defense? 

 

What is the name of the oldest Black law school? 

 

What was the name of the Black military branch that flew in WW11? 

 

Who was the first African American, male or female, to earn an endorsement deal? And with what company? 

 

Who is Beautiful Jim Key? 

 

What was Raye Montague’s notable first? 

 

What was the name of the first African American male to medal in the Summer Olympics?  
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Y E G A O P N A M E L O C E G R O E G T 

T H U R G O O D M A R S H A L L C N M B 

I M V U A C D F O R T S I L L S A A L P 

S B A B L A E G R U E G B H A F R M N E 

R L H Y N I Z L E N O T S M R P T R S U 

E W K B C H T S A H N R O R L T E I T G 

V I A R S Q U T W L S H P O A I R A R A 

I L F I E F O R D T T B U S K C G E U T 

N L L D T A T O E E P K S A S O W E M N 

U I I G L B H M C V R T O P Y C O G A O 

D A P E I C J N P E  O S A J A O E N M 

R M P S S Y E E A D I Z C R W C D K H E 

A K E O R R E D V G J B L K P O S S A Y 

W E R C A S M A R T H O R S E L O W R A 

O Y B L M G S P I H S L Z A V A N T R R 

H S C G R E A U T I F U L J I M K E Y S 

D J O H N L E W I S Q H R E E N I G N E 
 

 

 

 

As CJ has said in one of her Deacon’s bench, “We still need to be working towards understanding our part in social 

injustice with anti-black bias, white supremacy and the need for reconciliation. We must educate ourselves with how 

we got here and what we do now.” 

 

What is it that you think we need to do now to continue this conversation? Just because the year is almost over 

doesn’t mean this conversation is over. In many ways it is just beginning at many levels and in many different 

arenas. Systemic, structural racism clearly still exists and requires our earnest attention to build upon the progress 

that has occurred since the modern civil rights movement started in 1955 with Rosa Parks.   Reconciliation is a 

community process and as a faith based community we need to find a way to move this conversation forward in 

some incremental, meaningful way. 
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Lay Ministry Schedule 

December 2021 

 

   December 5 December 12 December 19 

 

 

December 24 

4:30 pm December 26 

  2nd Advent 3rd Advent 4th Advent 

Christmas Eve 1st Sunday after 

Christmas 

  Holy Eucharist Morning Prayer Holy Eucharist Holy Eucharist Morning Prayer 

Clergy Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller   

Rev. Dr. Valerie 

Miller  

 

 
           

Deacon Rev. CJ Puskarz Rev. CJ Puskarz Rev. CJ Puskarz Rev. CJ Puskarz Rev. CJ Puskarz 

Lay Worship 

Leader        

 

JoAnn Cromwell 

      

 LECTOR/ 

RESPONDER       Marie Ritchie Beverley Manning Mabel Maynard 

 

JoAnn Cromwell Karen Halpert 

       

PRAYERS  Karen Halpert Marie Ritchie JoAnn Cromwell Walt Parker Beverley Manning 

       

ALTAR GUILD Nancy DiPrato Nancy DiPrato Elizabeth Welk  Elizabeth Welk 

  Pat Rogorzenski Pat Rogorzenski Jane Stewart  Jane Stewart 

      

COUNTERS  Walt Parker   JoAnn Cromwell 

  Melissa Haseley   Nancy DiPrato 
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If you wish to donate flowers for the Altar for Christmas in memory or honor of someone or in thanksgiving for blessings, please fill out the following form and 

mail it with your contribution, made out to Grace Church, to: 

Grace Episcopal Church, 124 Maple Hill Avenue, Newington, CT  06111-2719 

You may also drop off the form and your check at the office or place it in an offering plate on Sunday. Please return by December 19, 2021 

 

Flower envelopes are also in the narthex at church and in pledge envelope boxes. 

 

____________________________________(Cut here)________________________________________ 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

 
GIVEN IN MEMORY/HONOR OF OR THANKSGIVING FOR 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF DONOR 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS OF DONOR 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPE NUMBER:_________  AMOUNT:________ 
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